
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ancient Egypt  

Vocabulary 

Ancient Something from a very long time ago. 

Civilisation A human society with well-developed rules and 
government, often where technology and the arts are 
considered important. 

Egypt The country on the continent of Africa where the 
ancient Egyptian civilisation was created. 

Hieroglyphics A system of writing that consists of pictures and 
symbols (hieroglyphs) instead of letters 

Irrigation A system of canals or channels dug by the Egyptians 
to supply water to grow crops over a larger area than 
the water would naturally reach. 

The Nile A river that runs through Egypt. It was essential to life 
in ancient Egypt. 

Pharaoh A ruler of ancient Egypt 

Tomb A sealed room where a person was placed after 
death. 

Horus God of the sky. The ancient Egyptians believed a 
pharaoh was a god-like living version of Horus. 

Thoth God of wisdom. He is believed to have invented 
hieroglyphics and kept a record of all knowledge 

Ma’at Goddess of truth. Pharaohs promised to follow Ma’at 
and be fair and honest. 

Osiris God of the dead. 

Anubis God of mummification. He weighed the hearts of the 
dead against Ma’at’s feather. If the heart was lighter, 
the person could pass to the afterlife. 


