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Term Dates  

Term 1 
4 Sept to 
27 Oct 
 
Term 2  
6 Nov to 
22 Dec 
 
Term 3  
8 Jan to 9 Feb 
 
Term 4  
19 Feb to 
22 March 
 
Term 5  
8 April to 
24 May 
 
Term 6  
3 June to 
22 July  
 
INSET days: 
4 September 
6 November 
22 December 
24 May 
22 July 
 
Other dates: 
Bank Holiday  
- 6 May 

This term’s school value is Friendship 

admin@soudley.gloucs.sch.uk  

CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 
 

This week, we celebrated the achievements of: 
 

OTTERS CLASS  -  Lilah, Seth and Beatrice 
MOLES CLASS  -  Mia-Lilly, Hollie and Jess 
HEDGEHOGS CLASS  -  Zola, Noah and Naya 
 
This week’s best Attendance:   Otters Class 

STAFF CAR PARK 
 
We have noticed that an increasing number of parents are using 
the Staff Car Park when dropping off and collecting their children 
during normal drop off/pick up times, without permission from the 
Executive Head Teacher. 
 
Parents/carers may ask for permission from the Executive Head 
Teacher if there is a medical, or other reason that necessitates 
using the staff car park when dropping off or collecting their child/
ren. 
 
In line with the school’s Health and Safety policy, we would remind 
you that parents/carers are only permitted access through the staff 
car park to drop off and pick-up children if the pedestrian gates 
into the school playground are locked. 
 
When using the staff car park during such times when the 
pedestrian gates are locked (for example when picking up or 
bringing back from appointments) please drive slowly. 
 
Children may only cross the car park if they are with an adult, and 
small children must hold hands with their parent/carer to ensure 
that they do not run off. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in helping to ensure the safety of 
everyone. 
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Otters Class 
 
 
This half term Otters have been studying ‘Food from around 
the World’ in their Design & Technology lessons.  Children 
have been discovering the exciting and diverse choice of 
food available around the world and where in the world, 
certain ingredients come from.  This week they enjoyed 
taking a virtual trip to Germany where pretzels originate 
from.  They were provided with all the ingredients and 
equipment that they would need, and in groups, accurately 
and independently followed the recipe.  They demonstrated 
a range of baking techniques including kneading and 
cracking an egg, and were able to work collaboratively 
together to create their pretzels. 
 
In maths this week, the Year 5 children have continued their work on 
fractions and have looked at converting between fractions, decimals and 
percentages.  They know that percent means a part out of 100.  Year 6 have 
moved on to dividing a whole number (integer) by a fraction. 
 
We have started to explore poetry and songs in our guided reading this 
week, focussing on the song 'A change is gonna come' by Sam Cooke.  We 
spoke about the word 'segregation' and what this means.  Children were 
interested in segregation, both past and present and had some very mature 
discussions. 
 
In science children wrote fact files on some famous inventors. 
 
The children thoroughly enjoyed preparing and performing the Class 
Assembly on Wednesday, which was a real showcase of their learning over 
the term.  We hope those that were able to attend enjoyed it.  We hope to be 
able to share our learning with you in the Summer Term too. 
 
Next Wednesday we have our federation afternoon at Steam Mills School.  
Please remember that your child will need a packed lunch on this day. 
 
Have a lovely weekend! 

Mrs Mclean and Miss Barton 



 

 
 

Moles Class 
 

In Moles this week we have done some learning about deforestation and 
the effect it is having on the Amazon rainforest. We began by learning why 
deforestation is happening and why huge parts of the rainforest are being 
chopped down.  After this, we looked at the local people, the animals and 
the plants and how each of them is being affected by deforestation and 
what countries and charities are doing to try and stop deforestation. 
 
 
In science this week we have 
been learning about pitch. We 
have looked at how instruments 
can create sounds with different 
pitches and investigated what 
changed with the instrument to 
create different pitches. We then 
tried to create our own set of 
panpipes using straws to see if 
we could create different pitch 
sounds. 
 
 
In D.T we have been learning about all the fruit and vegetables that we can 
grow from your own garden.  This week we learnt about strawberries.  We 
learnt how we can grow them and investigated why their seeds are on the 
outside of the fruit.  We learnt how to prepare strawberries to eat and cook 
with and used these skills to make our very own strawberry smoothies. 
 

Mr Martin 

OTTERS CLASS 
PRETZELS 



 
Hedgehogs Class 
 
 
Reception have been looking at the composition of number 7. We had been 
using blocks/numicon and nursery rhymes to help us. The children have 
really grasped this concept. 
 
We have been concentrating on our writing this week. The children's letter 
formation and phonic knowledge is improving by the day and they should all 
be very proud of themselves. 
 
Our week has also been filled with lots of mother's day activities, we hope 
you all enjoy the cards they have made you. 
 
Thursday we celebrated world book day, reception shared stories with 
otters and moles along with some biscuits and hot chocolate. As you can 
imagine this was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Hedgehogs Class Team 

Parent Survey about Childcare provision, due to new Government reforms. 
 
There are National changes happening, regarding wraparound childcare and pre-school 
provision. Schools are being asked to survey parents. Please see more information and the 
survey in this link. If there is demand for provision, we will provide full details and booking 
information in plenty of time for September 2024. 
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=QQw0K8ygYUuUxttxoUTREI4CDJ33W7hGjs8wj2XSJChURDMyMUUwV0M3TjJaNlZLWDVMR0
dFVVg0Qi4u 
 
The survey will be open until 22nd March (end of this term). 

VOLUNTEER SCHOOL APPEALS PANEL MEMBERS 
 
We are in the process of recruiting volunteer Panel Members to assist with virtual 
School Admission Appeals.  We are particularly in need of Parent Members (those 
with children currently in education). 
 
Here’s the link to the relevant page on the Gloucestershire County Council website: 
  
Apply to become a volunteer school appeals panel member | Gloucestershire 
County Council 
 
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions/apply-to-become-a-
volunteer-school-appeals-panel-member/ 
 
Gloucestershire County Council 
Block 3, Second Floor, Shire Hall, Westgate Street, Gloucester GL1 2TG 
Tel: 01452 425492 
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk 
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Well done to this week’s PE Stars of the Week: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Ruby and Chester from Hedgehogs Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Olivia and Layla B from Moles Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Jay and Lilah from Otters Class 
 

Mr Knight and Mr Smith 

P.E. STARS OF THE WEEK 



Things Happening at Soudley School 
Week Commencing 11 March 2024 

 

8am – 8.30am DAILY - BREAKFAST CLUB  
• £2.50 per child per day 

 
Mon Celebration Assembly 
 
 3.15-4.45 pm Learning Review Meetings 
 
Tues  Year 3/4 Federation Day - Reading theme at Steam Mills School (coach 

transport) 
 
 Year 6 SATs booster session 
 
Weds Lunchtime knitting club with Mrs Barnard for children in Moles Class 
 
 Year 5/6 Federation Day - Well-being theme - at Steam Mills School (coach 

transport) 
 
Thurs 2.30 pm Moles Class Assembly 
 
 3.15-4.15 pm Touckball Club — for pupils in KS2(Year 3 to Year 6) 
 
 3.15-4.15 pm Multi Sports Club—for pupils in KS1 (Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 2) 
 
Fri Red Nose Day - Go Red to Toe and wear something red 
 
 Year 3 and 4 - Normalising Emotions with Young Minds Matter 
 
 Yoga for Reception pupils and Otters Class 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
 
Breakfast Club is £2.50 per day and is payable DAILY. 
 
As we continue to be a cashless school, if your child/ren attend 
Breakfast Club, please go into your child’s ParentPay account to 
pay the £2.50 on the day that they attend.  Thank you. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Breakfast Club runs from 8 am until the start of school every 
school day during term time.   



 
DIARY DATES 

2023-2024 
 

March 2024 
 
 11 Parents’ Evening—3.15pm-4.45pm 
 12 Y3/4 Federation Day -  reading theme 
 13 Year 5/6 Federation Day - Well-being theme 
 14 2.30 pm Moles Class Assembly 
 15 Doing Something Funny for Monday Comic Relief 2024 - Go “Red to 

Toe” 
  YMM visit - ‘Normalising Emotions’ for Years 3 and 4 
 18 Parents’ Evening: 
  - 2.10pm-6pm (Hedgehogs) 
  - 4pm-6pm (Moles and Otters) 
 20 Year 1/2 Federation Day - Easter theme 
 21 Year 5/6 Netball Competition at The Dean Academy 
  2.30 pm Hedgehogs Class Assembly 
 

May 2024 
 
 3 YMM visit - ‘What is Mental Health?’ for Years 5 and 6 
 24 INSET day 
 

June 2024 
 
 3 Leavers’ and Class photographs 
 4 Sports Day at Soudley Recreation Ground 
 10 Bicycle mechanic in to service bikes for Year 6 pupils 
 11-12 Bikeability Training for Year 6 pupils 

18 Year 4 to “In the Net” at St White’s School 
25 Sports Day Reserve Date 
28 YMM transition visit for Years 5 and 6 

 

July 2024 
 
 22 INSET day 

CHARGE FOR DAMAGED BOOKS 
 
That due to an increasing number of books being returned to school 
in an unsatisfactory condition, there will be a charge incurred for any 
books that are returned to school damaged. 



 

















Weekly Reminders: 
 

• Please ensure that Lunches are 
 ordered on ParentPay by 8.30 am 
 on the day they are required 
 

• For the Health and Safety of the 
children, parents must not bring 
their children through the staff car 
park when dropping off or picking 
up from school.   

  

 Children may only be brought 
through the staff car park when 
the pedestrian gates to the 
playground are locked during the 
school day, and then children 
must be escorted through the car 
park to keep them safe. 

 

• Please remember to inform the 
school office by 9.30 am each 
day, if your child is going to be 
absent from school.  

 

Thank you  

Appointments during school 
hours 
 

Please avoid arranging medical/dental 
appointments during the school day.   
 

We do know this cannot always be 
helped, however, appointments at the 
end of the school day (from 2 pm 
onwards) are far less disruptive to your 
child’s education than morning 
appointments please. 
 

Pupils should be collected from school 
with just enough time to allow to get to 
the appointment on time and, if the 
school day has not ended, they should 
be returned to school immediately 
afterwards please. 

 

You should also provide the school with 
a copy of your child’s appointment 
letter for the attendance register. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 

THE DANGER ZONE! 
 
Parking on zig-zag lines is dangerous and can incur a fine if you 
are caught! 
 

Zig-zag lines are there for a reason; to allow good visibility for 
drivers to see pedestrians in high risk zones (ie on pedestrian 
crossings and outside of schools). 
 
Please do not put the lives of our children at risk by parking on the 
zig-zag lines outside of the school, even for the shortest time. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. 





Although term time leave request forms are available from the office, this does 
not mean that holidays are authorized or the request will be granted. Please 
read the below regarding penalties:  




