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THE ROMAN EMPIRE AND ITS IMPACT ON BRITAIN – OTTERS CLASS 

KEY VOCABULARY 

   Celt 
People living in Britain in tribes, including the Iceni, 
Brigantes and Catuvellauni. 

citizen 
A person with all the rights and protections of a 
nation or land. In the Roman Empire, only citizens 
were able to vote. 

conquest Taking control of a place by force, often with an army.  

empire 
A group of countries controlled by one ruler (emperor 
or empress) or government.  

legion 
A large section of the Roman army, made up of 
around 5000 soldiers. 

rebellion 
An uprising or revolt by people who want to 
challenge what they believe is unfair treatment by 
rulers. 

Roman 
Empire 

The name used for the land that was controlled by 
the Romans, including large parts of Europe plus 
parts of North Africa and West Asia. 

tribe 
A group of people who share the same culture and 
values. 

forum 
The centre of a town used as a public gathering 
place. 

basilica 
Building used for courts of law, government and 
public gatherings often located in the forum. 

plaza The market place – open area in a town. 

architecture 
The art and science of designing buildings and 
structures. 

aqueduct 
A system for carrying water from one place to 
another. 

 

The first Romans lived in 

Italy nearly 3000 years ago. 

They founded the city of 

Rome in 753 BC and, over 

the centuries, conquered 

many lands to create a 

huge empire. 

 

The Romans lived in towns and cities. 
Some had luxurious houses called 
villas. 
They also had public  
baths. 

 

The Celts lived in villages in roundhouses 
with wooden forts for protection.  
 

Romans had many jobs including 
architects and designers. They invented 
roads, sewers, plumbing and aqueducts 
 

Celts were craftspeople, skilled in 
metal and woodwork and created fine 
jewellery. 
 


